
Noon Bible Study: Acts 15 
Acts 15:1-6 - Issue at hand, need for church leaders to gather 

v. 1 - men, came from Judea (to Antioch, see Acts 14:26-28), 

&  began teaching “the brethren” “unless you are circumcised 

according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 

 - Circumcision - see Genesis 17:1-14 

We saw that this seemed to be a conflict that Paul and Barnabas 

would face during their first missionary journey.  In the time between their first missionary journey and Acts 15, Paul 

will write the letter to the churches of Galatia, which was the region where their journey took place. 

 Galatians 1:1-9, 5:1-12 - Tone and context of letter to Galatian churches 

 

Acts 15:7-11 - Peter’s view 

 v. 7 - “much debate” - there wasn’t just 1 decree by 1 person, but conversation, searching of Scriptures, & debate. 

 

Remember, Peter was the first one to speak the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 10, perhaps 10 years before Acts 15) and he 

related that God had accepted the Gentiles (by giving them the spirit), and that the Jewish disciples should too.   

 v. 10 – “yoke”   verses   v. 11 - grace 

 

Acts 15:12 - Paul & Barnabas share of the “signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.” 

 Galatians 3:2, 5, 13-15 

 

Acts 15:13-21 - James’ decision 

v. 15-18 - James uses OT to show that it was God’s desire for all nations to come & know him. (cp. Amos 9:11-12) 

v. 20 - There were things that James felt were important for the Gentile’s to embrace.  These things were rooted in 

the Mosiac Law, but were not proscribed as commandments from Moses.  The Gentile’s cultural environment was 

filled with things that would be contrary to holiness, yet not recognized as such.  James’ decision and the 

council’s letter serve as sort of an agreement between all of the present parties and views.  Also, these things 

would enable Jews and Gentiles to fellowship together.  The Jewish disciples at this point probably maintained their 

Jewish identity through customs and dietary laws. 
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v. 21 - “ He offered a proposal by which Gentile Christians could have fellowship with Jewish Christians and avoid 

giving unnecessary offense. The word for (Greek “gar”) at the beginning of v. 21 gives the reason for James’s 

proposal: the Gentile Christians should abstain from certain things because “in every city” there are still Jews 

who observe these ceremonial laws and think them to be important.  James concludes his appeal by noting the 

widespread (in every city) teaching and affirmation of the Mosaic law, thus suggesting that there is no need to 

give unnecessary offense either to Jewish believers or to unbelieving Jews who might otherwise consider becoming 

Christians in the future.(ESV Study Bible, Acts 15:21) 

 

Acts 15:22-29 - Letter sent to Gentile believers 

 v. 23 – greeting v. 24 - addressing problem v. 25-27 - letter sent by men of good reputation 

 v. 28-29 -  - abstain from things sacrificed to idols    - abstain from blood 

- abstain from things strangled (blood would remain in animal) - abstain from fornication 

 

Acts 15:30-36 - Letter sent, disciples encourage and strengthen church 

- Judas and Silas come, deliver message and return, Paul & Barnabas remain in Antioch. 

Acts 15:36-41 - Paul & Barnabas separate 

 v. 36 - Paul wants to return to Galatian region churches for follow-up 

 v. 37-39 - Disagreement about the integrity of John Mark. 

v. 38 – cp. Acts 13:13 - Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia; 

but John left them and returned to Jerusalem. 

 

Paul & Barnabas separate. Barnabas goes to Cyprus (home country) with John Mark (v. 39). Paul chooses Silas and travels 

through Syria & Cilicia (v. 40-41) 

c. 48 AD - Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) 

c. 62 AD - Colossians 4:10 - Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas's cousin 

Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him);  

c. 64/67 AD - 2 Timothy 4:11b - ...Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service.  

Though this separation is unfortunate, it results in two teams and the raising up of John Mark and Silas who will both 

make an impact as well and in the end there is reconciliation. 
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